"BUILDERS OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD"

ICEBREAKER: What household chore did you dislike most when you were growing up?

LESSON INTRODUCTION: Chapters 1-6 of Ezra tell the story of the return of the Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem to rebuild the house of the Lord. We want to look tonight at how God raises up people to work with Him in the building of His house and kingdom.

1. Read Ezra 1:5. Before this group of volunteer workers was willing to leave their homes, friends, and the luxury of Babylon, God had to do a work in their hearts. What kinds of things does God have to deal with in us before we are willing to work for Him in His kingdom?

2. Read Ezra 2:68-69. These volunteers not only gave of their time to rebuilding the house of the Lord but also gave of their resources. What kinds of sacrifices might we have to make if we want to build the Kingdom of God in the lives of others? Be specific.

3. In Ezra 3:3, 4:1, 4:4, and 4:6, the enemies of Judah did things to discourage them and to try to get them to quit the work once they had begun. What are some things the enemy does to try to discourage us from fulfilling our ministries?

4. In Ezra 6:16, there was great joy in being a part of building the temple and seeing it completed. What do you see as some of the rewards for being a willing worker in God's House? Again, please be specific.

APPLICATION: In small groups, share what hinders you from being as active as you would like to be in the house of the Lord. Pray for one another in these areas.
