"CALLING ALL ELISHAS"

ICEBREAKER: What is the most disciplined exercise program you have ever been involved in (school, military, personal fitness, etc.)?

LESSON:

1. Read II Kings 2:1-6. Elijah first tested Elisha's commitment to following him. Why does every team, army, or institution require commitment of its followers'? (How did Jesus do this as well with His disciples?)

2. Read II Kings 2:8. Elijah demonstrated to Elisha how to perform the miracle of parting the Jordan. Why is it important for you to be able to "watch" someone do something before you feel confident that you can do it. too'? (Give an illustration of something you learned by observation.)

3. Read II Kings 2:9. The last thing Elijah tested was Elisha's motives. All that Elisha wanted was a "double portion of Elijah's spirit." This gave Elijah confidence that he had found his successor. Discuss some good or bad motives that might prompt a person to be a leader (good: humility, sacrifice, courage; bad: pride, greed, independent spirit).

4. Read II Kings 2:13, 14. Elisha took Elijah's mantle and successfully did what Elijah had done to the Jordan River. Discuss the phrase "success is a successor." Why is this an important concept of leadership?

APPLICATION: The three keys of leadership for Elisha were commitment, experience, and motives. In small groups, discuss your weakest area as a leader, and ask the Lord to help you to develop in that area.

