"FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS"

ICEBREAKER: If you could have chosen your birth order in your family, which order would you have chosen? Why? (If you are an only child, would you have chosen to have brothers or sisters?)

LESSON:

1. Read Esther 4:14. Esther went from being an orphan to being the queen of Persia through circumstances beyond her control. She was divinely positioned to be in a particular place at just the right time in the lives of her people. Can you look back on your own life and see the hand of God divinely orchestrating it, even though you may not have recognized it at the time?

2. Esther had a choice as to whether or not she would accept the responsibility of going before the king on behalf of her people. We, too, are given a choice when faced with a divine opportunity to minister to others. Why do we sometimes fail to grasp the moment and accept the challenge when God directs?

3. Esther decided to take the risk and go before the king (verse 16). She said,

"... If I perish, I perish." Why must we have this same attitude if we are to be used by the Lord?

4. We all possess leadership potential, both developed or undeveloped. Often, we don't realize how those qualities are demonstrated in our everyday lives. Have each member of the group tell which leadership strength(s) they have observed in the person sitting to their left.

APPLICATION: Break into groups of two or three. Share with one another hindrances that keep you from being used by the Lord in opportune moments. Pray concerning those areas.

