“FORGIVENESS AND THE PURPOSES OF GOD”

ICEBREAKER:
Can you remember a time when you were falsely accused of something?

LESSON:

1.
The story of Joseph begins with a set of terrible circumstances:

betrayal, false accusation, and then bondage. Why do we as Christians sometimes go through difficult circumstances? Where is the Lord in these circumstances?

2.
Joseph’s circumstances reversed almost overnight. God brought him from the prison to the palace in one day. Can you remember a time when the Lord, almost overnight, changed a seemingly impossible situation for you?

3.
Read Genesis 45:4-8. Joseph refused to get bitter at his brothers, choosing instead to believe that God was at work all the time. I-low does focusing on God’s work in your life help you to release others who have hurt you?

4.
Read Genesis 50:19-21. Not only did Joseph release his brothers from their part in his pain, but he also blessed them and provided for them for the rest of their lives. What are some of the actions we can take to bless those who have hurt us in the past? What effect does this have on us? On them?

APPLICATION:
In groups of three, take time to pray for those who have caused the most hurt in your life. Release them, forgive them, and then bless them. Give thanks to God that He has been at work in you, regardless of the circumstances.
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