God’s Forgiveness

ICEBREAKER

Have you ever been afraid something bad would happen, but it never did?

Many people are afraid of God’s judgment, because they don’t “feel” forgiven 
Lesson and Scriptures:

Allowing God to teach you about the power and love of His forgiveness is a foundation

to your relationship with Him. What does God’s Word say about forgiveness?

If we confess our sins, God is faithful to forgive. (I John 1:9) His Word tells us that his

forgiveness brings cleansing and purity. Faith in the forgiveness of our Lord Jesus

Christ brings cleansing in your mind and heart.

God chooses not to remember our sins (Hebrews 8:12). He will not

remind us of our sins after we have confessed and given them to Jesus. In fact, the

Lord says that he has thrown them into the depths of the sea, and they will never

come to the surface again! (Micah 7:19)

(Psalm 103:12) Look at the compass. Do the east and west ever meet? How far apart are they? As you can see, the east is the opposite of the west – they never meet. In the same way, it is as if you are the west and your sins are the east. God has removed your sins so far from you!

Shame and condemnation is one of the biggest lies that Satan uses to hinder us from

receiving God’s wonderful forgiveness. Feeling ashamed and bound by sin keeps us away from God’s forgiveness. (Romans 8:1) The Bible tells us that God does not bring shame, and that there is freedom in Him. Renouncing the shame you feel in your life will open the door for Jesus to come in and bring full forgiveness.

Remain close to Jesus and live by faith in His grace (grace = undeserved favor).

(Galatians 5:4) His grace is a gift to cover our sin. The grace of God provides forgiveness and will teach us to say “no” to what grieves Him, and “yes” to what pleases Him. It brings us freedom in Jesus Christ!

The Bible says that God forgives our sin for His own sake (Isaiah 43:25). God’s

purpose for our life is to glorify (worship and exalt) Him and when we sin we cannot fully reflect God and who he is. It is amazing to know that God has chosen to forgive our sins when we confess and turn from them! It brings Him glory!

Forgiving others and ourselves is another aspect of forgiveness that God wants to teach

us. 

We will be forgiven in the way we have forgiven others. (Matthew 6:14-15) Unforgiveness towards others can affect many areas of your life.

Sometimes forgiving ourselves is a hard thing to do. If you’ve made mistakes that have

greatly affected your life or maybe you still feel that you can’t get over a past failure even though

you’ve given it to Jesus many times, you might need to forgive yourself.

Sometimes not forgiving ourselves can make us still feel ashamed, like a failure, and as if, God has not forgiven us. (Isaiah 43:18) God tells us not to focus on the past, because he has cleansed and forgiven.

Discussion Questions:

1. Read the following scripture verses aloud. As a group, discuss what these verses tell you about

God’s forgiveness:

Matthew 6:12

John 8:3-11

Psalm 130:3-4

2. Are there any exceptions or certain sins that cannot be forgiven?

3. Do you think it’s possible to misuse the grace and forgiveness of God?
