“LABOR UNDER THE SUN”

ICEBREAKER: Describe either the hardest or the easiest job you ever had.

LESSON:
1. Read Ecclesiastes 1:2-3. Solomon, the richest and wisest man in the Bible, describes all of his work, wealth, and wisdom as "vanity" (emptiness). Discuss the "American dream" (material prosperity) and why it cannot bring true happiness.

2. Solomon's first pursuit was knowledge and intellectualism (Ecclesiastes 1:17. 18). In modern America, better education is sometimes seen as the answer to every problem. Why is this not so? What are the limits to intellectual knowledge?

3. The next thing Solomon pursued was pleasure (Ecclesiastes 2:1-3). He tried entertainment, partying, and "living it up," but still came away unsatisfied. Discuss the emptiness of the pursuit of pleasure.

4. His last pursuit was in work and accomplishment (Ecclesiastes 2:4-10). Many people bury themselves in their work and productivity to find meaning in life. Why will this, too, ultimately fail to provide fulfillment? What is the only thing that will truly satisfy the human heart?

APPLICATION: Pray for one another to find true fulfillment in all areas of life. Pray for balance in the above-mentioned areas (intellectualism, pleasure, work) and specifically  target areas of weakness.

