"LEADERS FROM NOWHERE"

ICEBREAKER: Have a "pow wow." Let each member tell a "pow" (a difficulty they have faced in the last year) and then a "wow" (a great breakthrough they have had in the last year).

LESSON:

1. Read I Samuel 22:2. David's men were all "in distress." This means that they were all in a "bind," a tight place, a stressful situation. Discuss the different stresses of life that bring people to a decision to follow Christ.

2. The next group that followed David was "in debt." They were running from financial calamity. What does heavy debt do to your sense of purpose and leadership?

3. The last group with David was "discontented." They were bitter and angry with those who had hurt them. How can hurtful past experiences immobilize you from future opportunities?

4. These 400 men became David's "mighty men," great leaders who surrounded him and helped him when he became king. How did their past difficulties help them to become effective leaders?

APPLICATION: How about your life? Is stress, debt, or past hurt keeping you from your leadership potential? In groups of three, pray for each person to conquer the problems that prevent him or her from moving into positions of leadership.
