"LIVING THE TEN COMMANDMENTS"

ICEBREAKER: Without looking, see how many of the Ten  Commandments the group can quote together.

LESSON:

1. Read Exodus 20:1-17. The first issue God dealt with in the Ten Commandments was the issue of idolatry. Paul said, "Covetousness is idolatry" (Ephesians 5:5). What are some of the "idols" that we could have in our own lives that could stand between us and God (job, house, riches, etc.)?

2. The second issue God dealt with was disrespect. He reminded His people to always respect His Name, His house (spiritual authority), and their parents (natural authority). Discuss what it means to honor God's name and His house in our daily conversations and actions.

3. The third issue of the Ten Commandments concerns the attitudes in our hearts toward people: hatred (murder), lust (adultery), stealing, and lying. Why are wrong attitudes sometimes more difficult to overcome than wrong actions? What are some practical steps we can take to root out wrong attitudes?

4. Discuss how a leader should be one who is "free from the love of money," respectful of authority, and full of love for his neighbor. Give a short testimony of how the Lord freed you from a problem with idolatry, rebellion, or unforgiveness toward others.

APPLICATION: In small groups, share your greatest challenge in the three broad areas the Ten Commandments cover (idolatry, respect for authority, and dealing with others). Ask God to help you conquer that area as you surrender to the working of the Holy Spirit in your life.

