"PAUL'S THREE MEN"

ICEBREAKER: What natural talent would you most like to have? 

LESSON:

1. The "natural man" is the one who thinks that the preaching of the cross of Christ is "foolishness" (I Corinthians 1:18). How did you view the cross of Jesus before you gave your heart to the Lord?

2. The "spiritual man" is a man who understands the cross by revelation of the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 2:10-12). Describe the moment the Holy Spirit revealed to your spirit what Jesus did for you on the cross and share the immediate effect it had on your life.

3. The "carnal man” is a believer who has faith in Christ. but who still lives like the unsaved: jealous, quarrelsome, divisive. He is a spiritual "baby." What are some of the ways that babies act and how does that correspond to a carnal Christian?

4. Much division and competition exists in the body of Christ over who is the greatest leader (I Corinthians 3:4). Paul said we should focus on Christ. Using the illustration of a farmer and a builder, discuss how Christ is far superior to any of His ministers.

 (We plant and water, but He gives the increase. He is the foundation; we are just builders upon it, etc.).

APPLICATION: Spend time as a group praying for different churches and pastors in the city and then for the whole body of Christ to "grow up" and come into unity.

