"THE WALL-BUILDERS"

ICEBREAKER: In your growing-up years, what kind of fighter were you with siblings and others: Scrapper? Underdog? Top dog? Pit-bull terrier?

LESSON INTRODUCTION: The book of Nehemiah describes the return of the Jews from Babylon for the purpose of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. This week, we want to look at the importance of helping our friends and families establish protection against the threats and attacks of the enemy.

1. Read Nehemiah 2:17. Nehemiah knew the importance of having walls of protection around the city. What are some of the "walls" that encircle and protect our friendships and family relationships (good communication, spiritual fellowship, mutual trust, fun time together, respect, family traditions, etc.)? How do these give protection?

2. Read Nehemiah 2:10. The enemies of Israel were angry that the Israelites were rebuilding the broken walls of Jerusalem. Why do you think some people get angry when they see you working to improve your life or to further God's kingdom?

3. In Nehemiah 3, the families in Jerusalem worked together to rebuild the walls; no one worked alone. In what ways can families and friends work with one another to help build walls of protection around their lives? What is the benefit of working with others rather than working alone?

4. Read Nehemiah 4:6-14. The Israelites were told to "remember the Lord" as they defended their friends, their families, and their homes. As we look to the Lord, how does He equip us to defend and fight for the lives of our friends, our families, and our children?

APPLICATION: Pray for those who feel that they have "broken walls" in their lives.

